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the powers it reserves to itself, in reality retains the management
of this corporatism.
In industrial and commercial matters there is no longer any
question whatever of corporatism. We may try to explain this
fact by the difficulties in the way of associating within the same
group not two but three social categories: the employers, the staff,
and the workers. But in any case the fact is certain.
Instead of setting up a collaboration of all concerned, the
State has set up organizations of employers alone, placed not
under its supervision but under its effective control. The workers
and the staffs are put under the control of these employers*
organizations.
The present economic system is thus a controlled system with a
predominance of the employing element. We are very far from
the controlled private - economic system in which co-operation
between all concerned was to eliminate "the dictatorship of money
and plutocracy/3
In actual fact the French economic system is to-day entirely
copied from the German.
IX. The Family and the Birth Rate
In short, there is only one point upon which the Vichy Govern-
ment has striven to respect its undertakings: that which concerns
the family and the birth, rate. The preamble pointed out that
" national education and the formation of the young shall be
among the Government's foremost cares. Conscious of the
mortal peril that the intellectual and moral perversion of certain
individuals have brought upon the country in a decisive hour, it
will encourage with all its power the institutions best adapted to
increase the birth rate and protect the family."
In actual fact the Vichy Government changed the spirit of
elementary education partly by dismissing numbers of teachers,
partly by bringing sport and physical culture into its programmes.
It adopted certain measures favourable to large families and an
increased birth rate. Whether these measures are coherent or not
is of little importance for the moment; that they have been adopted
is enough to show that the Marshal has respected his promises on
this point.
Unhappily these measures are, through the force of circum-
stances, inoperative. The division of the territory into zones, the
holding of the prisoners in captivity, the food situation, and
unemployment, all militate against the effective implementing of
any policy relating to the family or the birth rate.